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Billinge Chapel End Parish Council Meeting

Minutes of the Billinge Chapel End Parish Full Council Meeting 
Held on Monday 17th November 2025 at 7:30pm 
at The Public Hall, 216 Main Street, Billinge, WN5 7PE.


Present Cllr Frank Gill (Chairman), Malcom Webster (Vice Chair), Cllr Bill Bradbury, Cllr Bill Bates,
Cllr Sarah Jennings 
Karen Newton - Clerk 
6 Residents

1. Apologies for absence 
Were received and approved from 
Cllr Fiona Gill (work commitments) 
Cllr Colin Betts (holiday).
Cllr Jeremy Barnes (sickness).

2. Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
No declarations of interest were made, and no requests for dispensations were received.

3. Minutes
Resolved: That the minutes of the Estimates Committee and Full Council Meeting held on 20th October 2025 be approved as a true and accurate record.
Proposed by: Councillor Frank Gill, Seconded by: Councillor Bill Bradbury.

4. Public Participation
Two members of the public raised concerns regarding ongoing parking and traffic issues within Billinge. They highlighted persistent problems involving unsafe and inconsiderate parking practices, particularly during peak school times, which are contributing to congestion and reduced visibility for road users. Specific areas identified included Carr Mill Crescent, Greenfield View, and Carr Mill Road, where issues are affecting access, obstructing residents’ driveways, and creating hazards for pedestrians and motorists alike.
Residents reported:
· Unsafe parking during school drop-off and pick-up times around Chapel End Primary School, leading to congestion, blocked driveways, and visibility risks.
· Vehicles routinely ignoring the parking restriction (single yellow line) on Greenfield View, compounded by the line being faded and difficult to see.
· Staff from Progress Arc School parking along Carr Mill Road, causing access issues on the narrow roadway and contributing to dangers when larger vehicles or oncoming traffic require passing space.
The members of the public requested that the Council consider appropriate measures to address these concerns and engage with relevant agencies to improve safety and reduce disruption for residents.

 Action Minute – Parking and Traffic Issues in Billinge
The Council agreed that the Clerk will contact all relevant parties regarding the parking and traffic concerns raised by residents. Letters and emails are to be sent to:
· Chapel End Primary School
· Progress Arc School
· St Helens Highways Department
· The Local Police
The Clerk will also contact Resident 1 to inform them of the actions taken by the Parish Council.
The Council noted that these issues continue to be raised repeatedly; however, there is a limit to what a Parish Council can do, as enforcement and road safety matters lie with the relevant statutory authorities. Residents were advised that they should also report incidents directly to Highways, the Police, and the schools, so that those bodies have an accurate record of how often these problems occur and can take appropriate action.
  
Residents 3 and 4
Residents attended to continue discussions regarding Dam Slacks Park and the surrounding land. Ongoing concerns were raised about persistent fly-tipping and the unsafe practice of children tying ropes to trees to create swings. Residents reiterated that the park boundary adjoins land owned by the Eddleston Trust and Torus and encouraged the Parish Council to explore possibilities for leasing or purchasing this land to expand and enhance the park.
Further suggestions included the potential development of bungalows for community benefit, or working collaboratively with landowners to secure land that could be incorporated into a larger, well-designed park, with the existing ditch retained as a landscape feature.
The residents have now arranged to meet directly with Torus to discuss options. Cllr Peter Peers and Cllr Sarah Jennings have agreed to join these discussions and will provide an update to the Parish Council at the December meeting.

 
5. Co-option to the Council
5.1 The Council received an application from a candidate seeking co-option to the Council.
5.2 Councillors were invited to put questions to the candidate.
5.3 Following consideration of the application, it was resolved that Sue Rahman be co-opted onto the Council to fill the vacancy.
Cllr Sue Rahman joined the meeting.

6. Grant Applications
 6.1 The Council received the following grant applications:
· Billinge Residents Association – £300 towards the Pensioners’ Christmas Party and £300 towards the Children’s Christmas Party.
· Billinge Labour Club – £600 towards the Children’s Christmas Party.
6.2 Following consideration, the Council resolved to approve the grant awards as requested.

Action: Age UK Mid Mersey Grant application £250 – to contact Age Uk and ask them to attend the next meeting on 15th December 2025 at 7:30pm.

7. Planning
Members considered the application and agreed that no comments be submitted to St Helens Council.
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8. Dam Slacks Play Area
The Clerk’s report outlining the recommended actions for progressing work on the Dam Slacks Play Area was considered by the Council. It was agreed that the newly formed steering group, together with residents, will take this work forward, including:
1. Obtaining a land/ownership boundary plan and confirming responsibilities.
2. Liaising with relevant organisations, including the Eddleston Trust and Torus Housing Association.
3. Reviewing safety and site condition, using the December 2024 inspection report and further assessments as needed.
4. Developing a fly-tipping prevention plan with support from St Helens Borough Council.
5. Exploring wider enhancement options for the play area and surrounding open space.
6. Documenting and monitoring progress, with updates reported back to the Council.



9. Finance & Governance 
9.1 The Council approved the Payment Schedule for October 2025.
Proposed by: Cllr Bill Bradbury, Seconded by: Cllr Bill Bates
9.2 The bank reconciliations for October 2025 were reviewed and approved.
Proposed by: Cllr Bill Bradbury, Seconded by: Cllr Bill Bates
9.3 The Council approved and authorised the Payment Schedule for November 2025.
Proposed by: Cllr Bill Bradbury, Seconded by: Cllr Bill Bates
9.4 The Council noted the publication of items over £100.00 for October 2025 on the Parish Council website.

10. Review of Furniture Assets – Leather Office Chair and Hall Chairs
The Council reviewed the condition and usage of the leather office chair and the hall chairs. It was agreed to keep the chairs for the time being.

11. Public Hall Reading Room
There were no new updates to report. Members noted that the planning application is scheduled to be considered by St Helens Council on 08/12/2025. It was agreed to contact the builder following the outcome of the planning decision.

12. Children’s Act of Remembrance
Council received feedback on the recent Children’s Act of Remembrance event. Positive comments were made regarding participation, organisation, and community involvement. Suggestions for improvements were noted.
Resolved:
· That the Children’s Act of Remembrance for 2026 be held at the Millennium Garden.
· That a quote be obtained for a new stone on which wreaths can be laid, with costings to be brought back to Council.
· The road wasn’t closed so no payment for St Helens Council
13. Christmas Event – Tree Lighting
The Christmas Tree Lighting event will take place on 27 November at 6pm. As the 30ft tree is no longer available, it was agreed that the existing tree on site will be used for this year’s event.
14. Reports from Parish Council Representatives
Discussions took place regarding the organisation of community events. It was agreed that where an event is a Parish Council event, the Council will take the lead on planning and delivery. The Council also confirmed that it is happy for the Billinge Residents Group to lead on events of their own choosing.
15. Reports and Correspondence (Information Only)
The Council received basic crime information from the Police report. Cllr Frank Gill requested that a residents’ meeting with the Police be arranged to discuss local concerns and provide the community with updates.

16. Insurance renewal Zurich
The Council considered the renewal of the insurance policy with Zurich and the option of seeking alternative quotes. It was agreed to renew the policy with Zurich for a further year.
Proposed by: Cllr Frank Gill
Seconded by: Cllr Bill Bradbury

17. Date and Time of Next Meetings
The Council confirmed the date and time of the next meetings as follows:
· Estimates Committee: 7:00 pm
· Full Council: 7:30 pm
· Date: Monday, 15th December 2025




Signed:                                                                                                                   Date 01/12/2025


Press and public are welcome to attend.
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